Cardioversion-induced fulminant ischaemic hepatitis.
Ischaemic hepatitis, although infrequent, should be considered as a cause of fulminant hepatitis in patients with congestive heart failure. Ischaemic hepatitis is characterized by a marked rise in transaminases occurring within 24-48 h of circulatory failure. Cardioversion of atrial fibrillation to sinus rhythm is associated with an increase in cardiac output in most patients; however, a transient reduction in cardiac output may occur in more than one-third of patients, and may therefore induce ischaemic hepatitis. This is the first report of fulminant ischaemic hepatitis as a complication of cardioversion of atrial fibrillation.